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Last Thursday night at Douglas Park in Headland is the way baseball was meant to be. 

The bleachers full of fans. Salty French fries. Cheers for players on both teams. 

Just good, old-fashioned baseball. 

There was never any question as to who had the best team throughout the week once the rain quit 

and the playing commenced. 

From the start of the Dixie Youth Majors state tournament to the end, the youngsters wearing the 

blue, gold and white of Headland were dominant. How much so? The team went unbeaten in five 

games, outscoring its opponents by a combined 45-6 margin. 

The last team to feel the wrath was Bellingrath of Montgomery, which fell to the hometown 

heroes 6-0 on that steamy final night. Next up for the Headland bunch is the Dixie Youth World 

Series, starting Saturday night in Laurel, Miss. 

It wouldn’t surprise me in the least if this team brought back home a Dixie Youth World Series 

trophy. I feel certain the Headland team will represent our state well against the other 

southeastern qualifiers. 

And while the boys playing on the field fittingly received the bulk of the recognition, it was a 

community-wide effort that made the magic come to pass. 

I learned last week Headland initially finished second in its bid to host the tournament. Yet when 

the winner eventually struck out late in the game after it became apparent the community support 

needed was lacking, Headland officials were asked if they would be willing to jump back in and 

take charge. 

Not only did the Henry County community step up, but it did so with enthusiasm for the chance 

to host the many players, officials and families that would come to their town for a week of 

baseball. 

Putting on a tournament of such a magnitude takes lots of planning, communication and 

coordination. Headland was up to the task, even if getting a late start. 

What can’t be controlled is the weather. As the rain fell every day of the tournament except the 

final one – causing delays in play and headaches in scheduling - there was no sulking among 

those putting on the event. 



Instead, they pulled up their sleeves, put on their work boots and did everything they could to 

keep the tournament in motion. The grounds crew should have taken a home run trot.  

Everyone involved made the first ever state Dixie Youth baseball tournament held in Headland 

something to be proud of. 

As one of the two boys who retrieved the home run baseballs throughout the tournament so aptly 

put it time and time again, “He creamed it.” 

His description relayed how hard the young players were knocking the ball out of the park. But 

it’s also a good way to describe the job done by the Headland baseball team, the workers at 

Douglas Park and the community as a whole. 

All of them hit a home run – quite frankly they “creamed it” – when given the opportunity to 

shine. 

Well done, Headland. 

 


